I'le— cunt

Nicole

hits

101/ 04 ~

buoy in fifth heat

iNICOLE, winner of two of the five heats of the
Australian Flying Fifteen championship on the |s:

'Derwent, was forced to retire in the fifth heat

'yesterday.
The Tasmanian

‘hit a marker buoy.

Reliance (V). the even-!
‘tual winner, led through-l

'l out the race,

closely pressed by Nicolej

‘until she retired.

yacht, | Wales
‘skippered by S. T. Brown,!only three lengths behind

entrant.

| Reliance.

ithird.

| Quartet, the New Southj et

marker

finished

Goose (V) damaged inj|
but W s;the storm on Wednesday, |
ut _ wasijimped to the line yester-|

day and managed to flnish |

i Details—

| Reliance II V) finished |
14.34.20. elapsed time 2.14.20. 1|
Quartet (NSW) 4.34.35, 2.14.35.|
{2: Goose (V). 4.38.36, 2.18.36, 3.
|Kingfisher (V), 4.3.00, 2.10.09,)
4; Pegasus (T). 4.39.50, 2.19.50,
Sip (NBW). 4.39.52, 2.19.52, 6;
Molly-O V (V), 4.41.57, 2.21.57. T:
iPidelity (V), 4.45.08, 2.25.08; 8;
| Vagabond II (T), 4.45.41, 2.25.41,
9: Optimist (V), 4.46.54, 2.26.54,
10: Parrabah (T), 4.55.32, 2.35.32,
11 QGazelle II (T, 5.04.35.
13.04.35. 12. Retired, Nicole (T).

Flying Fifteen
to Victoria’s Relience

//J////éo(

‘title goes

TWO heat wins yesterday gave Victorian Bill Shand a well deserved triumph
in Relience Il in the seventh Australian Flying Fifteen championship at

Hobart,

In the final standings

Relience II scored eight.l

points to take first glace,
with Quartet (N, B. S.
King), of NSW, second
with 174 and Nicole (Stan
Brown) of Tasmania, third
with 28. Kingfisher (T. V.

| (NSW)
[$ W 3mar .

| 6; Gazelle

Stokes), of Victoria, was
fourth with 31.7.

Relience II got away to
a good start and 1
throughout in the morn-
ing heat, which was
in a 10-knot westerly.

Most of the boats held
their positions once the 11
yachts had settled down
in the quiet conditions.

In a 15-20 knot south-

pace and was never head-
ed, although Tasmanian
acht Pegasus (M. S.
rown)
striking distance through-

{out,

Detalils:
Morning heat: Relience II
(V), elapsed 2.46.18, 1; Vaga-
bond (Tas), 2.48.01, 2; Quartet
2.49.12. :
.50| 5; Mony'o

10; Pegasus (T), 3.2.22, 11.

delity and Solandra (T) with-
drew. Non-starters were Fili-

buster (V), Athele (T) and Tar-
rahah (T). . !

sailed’

easterly in the afternoon|
Relience II again set the|

Kingflisher -

I (T), 2.58.31, T}
Goose (V), 2.56.35, 8; Nicole (T),
2.57.17, 9; Optomist (V), 2.58.37,.

Ffidelity (V) hit the green:
mark cn the finishing line. Ffl-

(T, 2.2649, T

31,
Tia in |V
remained within| ¥ (¥). o (080G 00 (v

Afteroon heat: Relience (V),
elapsed 3.18.15, 1; Pegasus (T),
2.21.31, 2; Kin er (V),
223,11, 3; PAdelity (V), 2.24.40,
4: Pip (NSW), 2.25.53, 5; Quar-
tet (N8W), 2.26.12, 6; Nicole

Goose
2.28.47, 8; Vagabond II (T),
229.18, 9A: Molly-O° V (V),
2.29.28, 10.

Gazelle II (T), Tarrabah (T)
and Optomist (V) retired and
Athene (T), Solandra (T) and
Filibuster (V) were non-start-
€ers.

Final placings: Relience II
(V), 8 points, 1; Quartet (NSW),

(V),

. 17.4, 2; Nicole (T), 28; 3; King-

(V) 1.40.07, 4; Fip (NSW),
Vagabond II, 44.7; Molly-O
(V), 46; Pegasus (T) 52, sg‘f}l:
‘Optomist (V), 6T, Gazelle II (T).



Flying Fifteen title
heat postponed

THE first heat of the Australion Flying Fifteen
championship — due to be held yesterday — was
postponed until Wednesday because of bad.wea-
ther.

Al aitation race for  The race took place in
the Fluing Fifteens on Sat-:conditions which fully
srdav afternoon. was won taxed the seamanship of
bv i Victorian yacht all participants.

Gouse A 33-knot north-westerly

i iforced a gostponement of

_ the start by half an hour|

| Details:— ' « as it proved difficult to

i Yachting World Dlnmond Ka- moor the starti - 1
|mul?l I{NSW). 4.26.38. Aeolus ng vesse

i Onrust.

T,

| ;P;g‘(’)v’l. ;2’00221:21'5?!1‘“;;?.?? (T). ! Water swamped some of

Celia (NSW) QGallivant (T), Re- the yachts and added’ to

becca (V), White Wings (V). |ihe difficulties @f the skip-

Mistreas Kate (NSW), Finesse ho had ;

1V). Lahloo (T). Becandia (T, pers who ha pay at-

Blue Peter (T» Retired: Tav-  tention to often variable

orei (WA, Clentee i Sut winds which. however. jogt)

e ! some of their velocity duf-
: onse

'vr:lvlg\%sl;iﬂe:r:l :l:::m G(T\. ing the afternoon.

5.00:29. 2: Fidelity (V). 5.09.53, Goose crossed the line.

; i her (V). Nie- -
gl. ?"i":er'si“:g:;‘ e +T).. Filibus- onlv 4.1s ahead of the Tas

., Peg- |manian entrant Athene.
:’,{,,"(-‘r,v'ﬂ‘{?&% I Gascile li | The second heat of the
(T). ‘gohgmplonship will be held

e o oo : ay.
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Tasmamcm' yacht Ieadmg
for Flying Fifteen title

TASMANIAN yacht Nicole (S. T. Brown) leads contenders for the Austrollun Flying Fifteen chom-
- pionship after winning the second heat on the Derwent yesterday.

Nicole finished 14 seconds|should have been held on e
in front of the New South‘Sunday, had to be post-;
Wales contender Fi% skxp- poned because of bad
pered by P, W, Dulhunty. weather and now will take
The Victorian entrant,’ place tomorrow.
Goose (A, K.  Lidgett),

yihicil won Satutridags in- sfcs:lgs'—(-r) finished
tation race, retire :

Thege were lstst.arters in ?‘.09 07Flglapf¢lz\§is‘t;lvr§xe gzgg;
yesterday's event. 24923, 2: Quartet (NSW)
} The first heat, which 59335° 3335 3; Rellence

L L II (V) 53116, 4; Fidelity
(V) 536.26, 5; Vagabond
II (T) 6.0738, 6.

Yachts which finished
outside time limit: Pegasus,
(T), Athene (T), Gazelle
I T MollyO Vv V),
Kingfisher (V). Samantha
(T), Solandra (T), Tar-
rabah (T), Optimist (V),
lFilibuster ).

cteaney



" Royal Queensland Yacht Squadron
members, headed by energetic official
Alan Brooke, showed real initiative

ards future world championships,
ey invited the English champion,
Flower, and the New Zealand

FLYING Fifteen champions Ken Jenyns
Land Rea Reynolds in Secret Fifteen.

commanding score of 1-1-2-1 over Jenyns
DNF-2-1-3 while Craddock continued to
eémain consistent 2-3-4-2.

| By heat 5 the south-easter veered into
he east and failed to peak 15 knots. This
ought about an interesting new battle
ithin the title. Cathy B started
disastrously then hita mark to finally finish
%fffteenth, which she had to carry because
i

i

owering advantage in speed
 the invitation race impressively. -
- But his title hopes slumped when
om, with far'too much vang press
exploded as he sailed onto the cour.
the start of the first heat.
on Boswell and Ross Gettons,
usly foxing in the invitatic
wamped the top class fleot to win the fir:
‘heat by an embarrassing six minute -
margin over Craddock (Phileas Fogg, NZ)
and Mirage IV (Alen Brooke, Qld).
The winds continued tc blow hard for
the second heat, and reached 30 knots

of her capsize.
i Secret 15, with flexy rig, powered away
~ifrom the fleet upwind to defeat Mirage IV
:and English champion James Flower
Prelude).

Realising that a big performance in the
sixth heat was a must, Jenyns and
 crewmate Rea Reynolds made an

Fickle light winds brought about a
remarkable change for the final heat.

nd only had to cover Craddock but it was
race of dramatic wind switches, virtually
aking the race a lottery.

Craddock, like Jenyns down the drain
irly, fought back in the light shifting

pelessly pocketed in the middle of the
et he had a championship winning
ance, but he missed thig by the narrow
argin of 11 secs on the final beat.
The race was won by English champion
ower from Dick Kennedy (Waterbird,
NSW). and Super Goosé (Noel Davies,
NSW).., .
. Jenyns won the cHampionship by 1
point from Craddock, with Boswell third.
: - lan Grant

YING: FIFTEEN RESULTS: 1, Secret Fifteen (K-
enynsiR. Reynolds, Qld) 29.7 pts; 2, Phileas Fogg (R.
raddock/T.“Hammon, NZ) 30.7; 3, Cathy B (R.

well/R. Gettons, QId) 37.71; 4, Neffertiti (J. Potter|F.
nson, NZ) 58.4; 5, Mirage IV (A. Brooke/T. Passey,
1) 61.7; 6, Flying Fish (H. Mitcheli/G. Wood, Ql/d) 63.7;
, Prelude (J. Flower/Chris Barber, UK) 79.7; 8, Relience
V(W Shénd/v.‘s_hand, Vic) 80.7; 9, Super Goose (N.
ies/G.-.Cummings, NSW) 88.7; 10, Don Quizote (D.
nod/J. Wilsen) 93.0.

Jenyns was the only rea

he breeze remained hard,
idock 3-3." s
Jenyns, desperately keen to imp|
; é?iacfidaﬁy.out-thotht the Ca
bination to take an early lead.
ms elected to sail safe Cathy B
ctor on the wild down
probability enc
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SUDDEN freak wind

Howling from a light five
mph breeze to a viclous 65
mph north-westerly gale
within a minute. the wind
whipped the River Derwent
into a treacherous swirl,
swamping yvachts and
throwing crew members
into the heavy swell.

® At least 24 men and
bovs were rescued from the
river by a flotilla of vachts
uickly manned from the

yal Yacht Club of Tas-
mania.

® Bush fires blazing near
Hobart and in the Mid-
)| s were fanned by the

winds, giving fire-fighters
many anxjous moments

(See e 3).
® One house in Glenorchy

Two men were feft help-
less on the Derwent when
the winds tore away the
rudder and pmpel‘r ‘of
the 34ft Te t class
yacht Emph

The yacht drifted on to
rocks at the Iron Pot but
-|police and three Army

ca were able to

Smashing repeatanyy it
: repea on to
" |the rocks. ¥

Capt David Dufall, Capt

Turner, and Capt

John Kelly, who were ﬂsg-
near the Iron Pot,
jolned police and the two
men from the yacht and
clambered over rocks into

the heavy sea -to prevent
further el Droven

A pelice lsunch batiled
iz way to the scemg but

‘was forced to leave, dn;'
. able to help. because of
the rough conditions.

Later a Marine Board|
tug towed the Yya.cht back |
to _the Royal Yacht Club.

The Emphridites suffer-
ed little damage.

A 36ft motor Ilaunch,
the Adastra. broke its
moorings in Montrose Bay
and rifted about 150
yards on to rocks.

Its owner, Mr G. T.
Davis, of Riverway Rd,
Montrose, lashed the

launch to a nearby jetty
as it. was left aground by
a receding tide.

| He said_there ‘been|
little €. ut he
would ull  the |
ashore for an

today.

Police launches rescued
several boats which had
broken their moorings and
at one stage said there
were “boats adrift every-
where.”

Four boys in a small
dinghy were reported to be
in difficulties near Dowsing
Pt.
High winds had carried
them helplessly down the
river, but they had man-
aged to scramble ashore
to safety by the time po-
lice arrived.

small craft broke their
,moorings in the sudden
.gale.

'e Two 14¢-year-old boys
!clunﬁ

lutes of the gale.

tmuch of the State in front

|weather at 2 pm.

Li~t ( =/
sM ia?;;d 4Sout

was virtually demolished!
by the gale-force winds,,
and another in Dynnyme‘
had half its roof scattered|
over a 400-yard area.

several city and suburban!
aTrcAas.

® Several launches and’
racing yachts were hurled
on to rocks. and a maze of

, to their overturned
‘small yacht for more

'an hour before being res-
cued from the Derwent
(Story.

'bart in the first few min-

There was no warning.
The wind raced in over

of a deep depression bring-
ing & change 1in the

By 2.01 pm a 65 mph gnQ
was raging.

1t ravaged 12 yachts
competing in the second
heat of -the Australian
Flying Fifteen champion-
ships on the Derwent.

Several capsized and
others were swamped by
the swell.

-

- /46

other yachts upside down
the alarm was given and
iquickly answe
® Power was cut off 1n|Royll Yacht Club of Tas-

T P.ien?s)'m ped 18
. emperatu m ‘
deg top: top of 86 at Ho-|

g

crew members

With
in the water and

bobbing

by the

manis.

At least seven yachts,
including the Robert Net-
tlefold, Onrust, Van Dle-
men, Curousel._Kapah,

Flying 15
fleet had

hern Tasmania at speeds up to 75 mph
ripping off roofs, swamping yachts, and whipping up heavy seas. -

Meranda
either moored nearby or
already on the water
tled
rescue.

and Acacia,

t.

their way to the

All crew members were

successfully picked up and
six yachts were dragged
ashore at Long Pt, Sandy'
Bay. to escape the howling
winds.

l

crew mems-

A young boy, BreN achts,

ber on one of

|was taken to the Royal

Hobart Hospital with a
badly gashed hand.

® Continued on Page 2.
® Power breaks, Page 2.
® Domage picturss,

| it rough

GALE-FORCE winds on
the Derwent yesterday
played havoc with many
of the yachts in the sec-
ond heat of the Austra-
lian Flying Fifteen cham-
pionship.

Eight entrants managed
to finish the course before
the first gusts struck about
2 pm.

RYCT officials were kept
'busy organising rescue op-
erations for yachtsmen
whose craft capsized.

The strong winds also|

‘;forced the postponement of

‘the third heat originally set|

|

down for yesterday after-
noon.

Tasmanian yacht Nicole
(S. T. Brown) is still the
leading contender for the
championship after win-
ning the heat yesterday.

Nicole finished 9m 38s in
front of the New South
Wales contender Quartet.
skippered by N. B. S. King.

Results:—

Nicole (T) finished 13.39.
16, elapsed time 3.19.16, 1;

Quartet (NSW) 13.48.54,
3.28.54. 2; Molly-O V (V)
134909, 3.20.09, 3; PFip

(NSW) 1351.21, 4; King-
fisher (V) 13.54.39, 5. Reli-
ence II (V) 13.55.54, 6; OP-
timist (V) 13.56.00, 7; Fili-
buster (V) 13.57.26, 8.
Yachts forced to retire
were: Pegasus (T), Vaga-
bond II (T, Athene
Gazelle II (T), Fidelity (V),
Samantha (T). Solandra

(T), Tarrabah (T), Goose
).

Pages 5, 7.

T,
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Memories & Reminiscences from early Championships

Part 4 - Royal Yacht Club of Tasmania 1968 - (9 )

By the late 1960°s the National Titles were attracting fleets of around 30 - 40 boats. All Flying

Fifteens were now sailed 2 up and set up like racing dinghies.. The Shand fibreglass Mark I was starting to
dominate fleet numbers and generally boats were a bit closer in performance.

Class champions Bill and Hal Shand in Reliance I/ arrived in Hobart in late 1968 to defend the
title they had won in Perth. Other competitors included :-

> Local champions Stan Brown and son in Nicole

Mornington boat Molly () V - Ossie McCutcheon

> Momington boat Optimist — Bruce Gooley and Andrew Whitbourne
> Daveys Bay boat Kittyhawk — Tom Stokes and Chris Withers

NSW champion Quartet — Nick King

v

Y

One stunning looking boat was Goose sailed by Athol Lidgett and 6’6 medical student Richard
Ranger. Goose had a vamished timber hull with a heavily cambered foredeck and carried black spars.
This boats great appearance related through to performance in the invitation race when Goose won by a
big margin in fresh conditions.

The first two heats were sailed in light fickle westerlies. This meant the race course was virtually
in the lee of Mt. Wellington. Using a high degree of local knowledge, Stan Brown won both races. After
the starts he would go off on seemingly bad angles, pick up a private breeze and would gain a huge break
at the first mark in both races.

For heats 3 and 4 a fresh sea breeze kicked in with Bill and Hal Shand starting to stamp their
authority on the series. .

The 5" heat brought high drama and attracted national media coverage to the championships.
The weather system that had generated the hot gale force north wind which ignited the Lara bushfires in
Victoria swept across Bass Strait at lightning speed.

On the Derwent, as the first few Fifteens crossed the finish line for heat 5, an ominous large red
cloud could be seen racing toward us from the north. This red cloud contained tonnes of dirt and dust
from ghe Wimmera and Mallee, hundreds of miles away.

Molly O was fortunate to finish in fourth place and was heading for the marina when the storm
hit. The mainsail had been lowered, the jib furled and we were planing downwind under bare poles. We

were able to grab a vacant mooring and we pulled up 20 metres short of a rock breakwater. Any sense of
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Memories & Reminiscences cont...

relief or security we may have felt at that stage was quickly dismisses when a Diamond moored a few
boatlengths away drifted side on to the wind. The windage on the hull and bare rig knocked it flat to the
water, where the now heavy chop sank her in seconds. We spent the next hour with paddles, concentrating
on keeping the boat head to wind on the mooring.

When the storm came in most of the racing fleet were in the middle of the Derwent on the last
beat to the finish and were in a very exposed position. The wind went from 8 knots to 70 knots in seconds,
Under this sudden impact boats that were only a few metres from the finish line were driven back,
knocked down and swamped. Athol and Richard on Goose managed to drop their sails but despite hiding
strongly were knocked down under the bare rig and quickly filled up.

Few boats had bulkheads in those days so the removable buoyancy just kept the gunwales above
the water.

Bruce and Andrew aboard Optimist were able to sail close to a jetty off Sandy Bay. They swam a
line to a pylon, made fast and rode the storm out.

The race officials acted quickly in rescuing and accounting for all crews. This, however, did ;ot
deter the media as they reported on radio and in the newspapers that boats and crews competing in the
Australian Flying Fifteen Championships were missing, indeed some reports had them drifting out through
Storm Bay and into the Southern Ocean,

With all crews safe the swamped boats were towed to a beach near Sandy Bay. The spirit and
camaraderie of the class was evident as everyone turned up to bail the boats out and physically man handle
them back on to their trailers.

Bill and Hal Shand won the final heats in Reliance II and took the Coweslip Trophy for second
year in a row. In an interesting aside, Bill was not happy with his sails just prior to the championships.
Running out of time he bought a mainsail ‘off the shelf’ from the Melbourne Tasker loft. The sail was
obviously unused but Bill noticed it carried a faint imprint of different sail numbers to his. That sail
number belonged to Stan Brown who obviously had cancelled his order on the potential title winning
mainsail. The championships were a great success in terms of fleet size, wide range of conditions, close
racing and social events, and certainly the events of heat S prompted the widespread fitting of watertight

bulkheads and other safety measures.

Howard Proctor.
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Australian National Championship Results

1968 - 1969 sailed the under the Burgee of Royal Yacht Club of Tasmania

17 Flying Fifteens assembled in Hobart for the seventh championship representing Tasmania,
Victoria and New South Wales

The invitation race and heat one were postponed because of heavy weather. Racing eventually got
away in a 35 knot north westerly which moderated during the race. Goose sailed by Athol Lidgett
and Richard Ranger won by 4.1 seconds from Athene sailed by J.Hyslop.

Race 2 was won by Stan Brown sailing Nicole by 14 seconds from Pat Hurley sailing Flip. The fifth
heat was a near disaster for some competitors when a gale hit southern Tasmania with gusts up to
65 knots complete with red dust from the Wimmera and Mallee regions. Eight boats managed to
finish before the first gust struck, they and the remainder of the fleet tried to survive the worst of
the weather dropping their sails and tying up to moorings. Royal Yacht Club of Tasmania were busy
rescuing competitors and safely accounted for all competitors and boats.

Unfortunately we do not have a full set of results for this series, however, the first place getters
were:

Place Boat# Boat Name Helm Crew Home State
1 961 Relience Bill Shand Hal Shand Vic
2 706 Quartet Nick King No record NSW

3 661 Nicole Stan Brown K. Brown Tas



